History Summary notes
The Treaty of Versailles:
Ended the first world war
Signed at Versailles, just outside Paris, in June 1919
Negotiated by the allies (America, Britain, France and Italy); German delegates forced to sign
Germany admitted responsibility for the war
Germany had to pay many reparations
Germany lost territory to France, Poland and Denmark, and all her colonies
The Weimar Republic
Inflation
Asked help from America (40 million dollars)
President Wilson said they needed to become more democratic
After their first election Friedrich Ebert won
The unemployment figures fell
The Weimar republic became a young democratic country
The Spartakists and their Revolution
Councils took control in most towns and cities
Ebert declared a new Republic in Berlin
Ebert crushed the Spartakists revolt
The moderate socialists had betrayed the working class
The Spartakists refused to let their chance of creating a socialist Germany slip away
Moderate socialists supported Ebert's proposal to hold elections for a National assembly the Spartakists disagreed
The Freikorps
Ebert could not rely on the army because it had dissolved after the armistice so he instead used the Freikorps, a group of ex-servicemen that hated socialism and anything it stood for.
Were used to crush the Spartacist revolt
They brutally crushed the Berlin revolt
Formed in 1919
Wolfgang Kapp led the Freikorps in making an attempt to take over Berlin
The Freikorps were let loose to kill the communists and its leaders
Ebert
He used article 48 successfully during the crisis of 1922-23
He used force to destroy the Spartacist revolt because he was scared of Germany collapsing into chaos
He was annoyed that he couldn't rely on the army
He declared the Republic in Berlin
Since most of the delegates were moderate socialists they mostly supported Ebert
After they signed the Armistice he had two tasks: to hold democratic elections so new government could be formed and to hammer out a new constitution detailing how the German people would be ruled.
Night of long Knives
Took place on 30th June 1934
Ernst Rohm and other SA leader were rounded up and shot without trial
Rohm was Hitler's friend and so Hitler couldn't kill him, so gave him a gun and told him to shoot himself he died shouting the Nazi salute
Hitler justified the Night of long knives by saying that Rohm was planning to overthrow the government.
Hindenburg said Hitler had saved the nation
As a reward for their services in purging the SA, Hitler made the SS an independent organisation from the Nazi party.
Nazi popularity
Spread across all classes of Germany
Craftworkers were particularly attached to the party
The German people loved the way Hitler made his speeches (stomping up and down and screaming)
They went from gaining 12 seats in 1928 to 196 in 1932
They became a lot more popular after Hitler went up the ranks, he was a great public speaker
Nazi Germany at war
When war came many people feared the worst
When the USA and USSR joined in the war in 1941 the tides turned on Hitler
In 1945 Germany took his own life
Germans grew less fearful after the successes of 1939-40
